
LET’S TALK MONEY 
By Chuck Janes 

 “ “Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me! But you say, ‘How have we 

robbed You?’ In tithes and offerings. 9 You are cursed with a curse, for you 

are robbing Me, the whole nation of you! 10 Bring the whole tithe into the 

storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and test Me now in 

this,” says the Lord of hosts, “if I will not open for you the windows of 

heaven and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows. 11 Then I will 

rebuke the devourer for you, (or, I will prevent the pests from devouring 

your crops) so that it will not destroy the fruits of the ground; nor will your 

vine in the field cast its grapes,” says the Lord of hosts. 12 “All the nations 

will call you blessed, for you shall be a delightful land,” says the Lord of 

hosts.  Malachi 3:8-12 

Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to 

God the things that are God’s.”  And they marveled at him.  Mark 12:17, 

Matthew 22:21, Luke 20:25 

Methodist’s are uncomfortable talking about money.  The bible talks about 

currency in the context of crops and animals.  Their labor was exerted to 

produce crops and raise animals.  This was the currency of the day.  Today 

we exchange our labor for dollars.  Therefore, our current interpretation is 

to bring the whole tithe to the church – God.  And an overflow of blessings.  

God even says test him in this!                                                   (cont.) 
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So, what are we so afraid of?  Why is it so hard to talk about money?  We all need it, to live on.   

How proud would you feel to know that you can tithe and receive God’s overflowing blessing?  Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing 

Me! But you say, ‘How have we robbed You?’ In tithes and offerings. 9 You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing Me, the whole 

nation of you! 10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and test Me now in this,” says 

the Lord of hosts, “if I will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows. 11 Then I will 

rebuke the devourer for you, (or, I will prevent the pests from devouring your crops) so that it will not destroy the fruits of the ground; 

nor will your vine in the field cast its grapes,” says the Lord of hosts. 12 “All the nations will call you blessed, for you shall be a delightful 

land,” says the Lord of hosts.  Malachi 3:8-12 

Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”  And they marveled at him.  

Mark 12:17, Matthew 22:21, Luke 20:25 

Methodist’s are uncomfortable talking about money.  The bible talks about currency in the context of crops and animals.  Their labor 

was exerted to produce crops and raise animals.  This was the currency of the day.  Today we exchange our labor for dollars.  Therefore, 

our current interpretation is to bring the whole tithe to the church – God.  And from this we will receive  

We pay to Caesar (Government) and not really think about it, except this time of year!  And many of us pay more than a tithe.  I might 

mention that we learn to live on what remains after taxes, because in most cases Caesar takes it off the top (each pay period) and then 

on April 15th! 

Are you feeling any blessings from Caesar?  HA. 

But you say the Government needs our money to do all the things it does. Ok, but what about your church, does it also need money to 

do all it does?  Well of course it does, so how do we honor God and pay taxes?  I would suggest first we pray about it and then if we 

don’t feel like we can truly afford a whole tithe (10%), we commit to some amount and look for God’s blessing.  He will respond if you 

are committed, remember he said - test him in this.  As you feel the blessing you keep increasing until you have reached the tithe, God 

will do the rest. 

As you can see tithing is on my mind.  And as we are all aware, the overall decrease in church attendance, not only with our church but 

among all main-stream denominations has been an ongoing topic.  As I have reviewed the past couple of year’s finances’, I have noticed 

a slight decline in our contributions.  This weakness is not at all uncommon among church’s with congregational demographics like ours.  

A larger percentage of the congregation is retired or soon to be, and this usually means a reduction in their tithing.  Combine this with a 

younger age group, 30-45, that is, let’s say, not an up and coming portion of the congregation, we could have a recipe for potentially 

difficult financial times ahead.  As Chairman of the Finance Committee, a responsibility I take seriously, I have engaged the committee to 

look at alternative means to increase revenues for the Church’s operations, our General Fund.   So if you hear that there may be 

advertising in the back of bulletin, or we hire an event planner to optimize our use of the fellowship hall, or advertise on the radio our 

mission oriented opportunities, or rent space to a private sector business (top floor of Education building), just remember you heard it 

here first! 

Other items you may hear here first:  Did you know you can distribute funds, referred to as qualified charitable distributions, from 

certain retirement accounts directly to the church and receive a tax benefit (reduction from taxable income) and the distribution will 

count toward your required minimum distribution (RMD).  Ask your financial advisor if this is available to you and whether the 

institution administering your retirement funds can accommodate such transactions. 

Also, did you know that you, as an individual, can earn 2.25% (currently) on your money in the Development Fund of the Florida United 
Methodist Foundation? This would be verses money saved at a banking institution.  By investing in the Development Fund, you do well 
financially while supporting the missions and ministries of churches and agencies. Here’s how: 

Money deposited in the Development Fund earns a higher rate of interest than most commercial savings, money market or 
certificate of deposit accounts (current interest rates and history of rates). 
Interest is accrued from the time of deposit until the time of withdrawal. 
Money is available on demand, without penalty. 
Earnings are reported quarterly and balances can be viewed anytime online. 
Investors have the satisfaction of knowing their money is being used to provide the resources Florida United Methodist church 
and agencies need to continue providing vital ministries. 

  For more information go to the following web site: https://www.fumf.org/development-fund/ 

Thank you for your time,   Chuck Janes, Finance Chair 

https://www.fumf.org/wp-content/uploads/Development-Fund-History-of-Rates-1Q2020.pdf
https://www.fumf.org/development-fund/


 

Justine Saxon took this picture 

of a hawk sitting on our 

“Tallahassee Heights Welcomes 

You” sign.   

 

I guess we do welcome all, 

friend, foe and fowl.  :)  

Proverbs 22:17 

“A merry heart does 
good like medicine” 

 

Staying In Touch 

 with our Seasoned Saints 
Below are a list of members who are currently unable to join us for 

worship and fellowship on a regular basis.  Please keep them in 

your prayers and reach out to them so they know they are missed.  

George Cothran 

4449 Meandering Way Apt 229 

Tall FL 32308 

877-6833 

Tom & Suzanne McGill 

5614 Hampton Hill 

Tall FL 32311 

765-2922 

Judy Cochran 

566 Water Valley Drive 

Tall FL 32303 

514-1168 

Tom & Carolyn Drawdy 

5203 Touraine Drive 

Tall FL 32308 

877-4354 

Bruce Walden 

4475 Meandering Way Rm 169B 

Tall FL 32308 

877-7625 

Mildred Barringer 

1800 Hermitage Blvd Apt 115 

Tall FL  32308 

321-7007 

Bob Bennett 

2114 Deerfield Dr. 

Tall FL  32308 

329-1980 

William Benjamin 

1009 Concord Road Apt 106 

Tall FL 32308 

980-0205 

Rebecca Redding 

1800 Hermitage Blvd Apt 321 

Tall FL 32308 

877-1156 

Matt & Cynthia Chapman 

3201 Miccosukee Road Apt 4B 

Tall FL 32308 

222-0576 

Madge Fell 

1800 Hermitage Blvd Apt 433 

Tall FL 32308 

877-4042 

Patty Core 

4088 A Brewster Road  

Tall FL  32308 

556-9725 

Lesley Haines 

1507 Twin Lakes Circle 

Tall FL 32311 

850-228-5033 

Carol Kramer 

1800 Hermitage Blvd. Apt 409 

Tall FL  32308 

(no phone # in our system) 



Thank You THUMC 

from your Missions Committee 

Thank you for your very generous gifts to the Refuge 

House.  The staff was really excited. 

Also, I want to make you aware of our presence at the 

VA Clinic during the National Salute Week.  Erin Keel-

ing represented us sharing candy, crackers and thank 

you cards for the veterans from Tallahassee Heights 

UMC. 

Looking forward, March has five Sundays, so we will 

have a special remembrance for the Children’s Home.  

Please remember if you want your gift to go to Madi-

son Youth Ranch indicate that on your check or enve-

lope.  

Thank you again for the blessing you are to others. 

Anne Pelt 



CURIOSITY 

By Sandy Kelly 

 

I remember that as a child I was incessantly curious.  How far can I lean out over the river without falling in?  (Just 

far enough for my foot to slip on the muddy bank and launch me into the water). How far can I climb into the tree 

and still stay ahead of my cousin? (Not too far…fell and broke my arm).  What can you learn if you listen in on the 

party line?  (That they will report you to your mother!).  Will an egg really fry on the sidewalk?  (No, it just attracts 

flies and ants and leaves a mess for Mom to step in). Live and learn!! 

For a time, we resided in an area of Lake City called Melrose Park.  It was a housing development which was quickly 

thrown up to attract the families of returning service men.  The homes did have indoor plumbing but, there was 

little in the way of enhancement.  There was no air conditioning, no phone service, and the grass really was greener 

over the septic tank.  Our cousins lived just across the street so there was always someone with which to play, fight 

and go exploring.  The development was on the edge of a huge wooded area which gave us a wonderful playground.  

Plus, to our delight, a small creek ran through the stands of oak, pine, magnolia and fir trees.  We spent hours dam-

ming up the flow so that we could create a swimming hole.  It was shallow, the deepest area was less than two feet, 

but it created a never-ending stimulus to our imagination. 

We all attended school at Melrose Park Elementary School (naturally!).  We walked to the school with family, gath-

ering into groups of friends as we approached the school grounds. We played on swings, slides and merry-go-rounds 

until the toiling bells signaled the end of play time and the beginning of our daily instructions. The buildings were 

fairly modern for the times.  Classrooms were laid out in three rows of six classrooms, each individual segment dedi-

cated to specific age and grade groupings.  A cafeteria and administrative offices formed a bar at the top of the 

three wings. Over time, I became very familiar with the principal’s office.  No need to ask why, remember, I was very 

curious about things.  Asking endless questions COULD be misinterpreted as insolence.  Touching and handling (and 

dropping) classroom props COULD be misinterpreted as destructiveness. Lagging outside to catch dragonflies after a 

tardy bell COULD be misinterpreted as failure to follow instructions. Be that as it may, I was a frequent visitor to the 

front office.  I remember this one time… 

The principal was located in the administration section behind the front office. Halfway inside the entry way was a 

counter, put there I’m sure, to protect the office secretary from marauding children or from agitated parents.  In 

front of her boundary marker were a couple of seats for visitors who might be waiting to see someone in admin-

istration, or, as a place for misbehaving students sent by a harassed teacher who was appealing to a higher authori-

ty.  The anxious accused were allowed to sit in this scary place for differing periods of time in order for them to con-

template their possible detention before hearing the final judgement. 

On the wall was a huge clock.  It was encased in grey metal and had the expected hour, minute and second hands.  

The second hand loudly clicked out the segments, jumping ahead with each time lapse. A few inches below the face 

of the clock rested a row of small, black toggles or levers, much like light switches but wider.  During one of my con-

templation visits, I became fascinated by that clock.  The face and hands were familiar items but what in the world 

were those black keys all about?  I sat for a while just watching the busy hand jump placidly from second to second. 

But my attention always returned to those black keys.  I was so focused that I didn’t realize that I had moved to just 

below the clock and was actually reaching up to touch one of those keys.  Coming to my senses, I jerked my hand 

back and guiltily looked around to see if anyone was watching.  All was quiet.  In fact, the whole school seemed to 

be caught in a mid-afternoon lassitude. All was tranquil.  Again, and again, my gaze was magnetically drawn to those  



(cont.) 

 

keys.  What were they all about? They were so tempting.  Gathering my fortitude, I reached up and without hesitating, 

pressed one of the keys.  Encouraged by my daring, I immediately pressed several more.   

The undisturbed afternoon erupted in the peeling of school bells.  Not just a couple of bleats to instruct students to change 

classes, but an undisciplined clamor that had no regularity and no known purpose.  Within seconds the front office filled 

with confused personnel shouting at one another over the noise.  Who did this?  What was wrong?  What was happening? 

Who reset the bell schedule? Terrified by what I had instigated, I leapt to my seat, trying to look innocent and failing miser-

ably.  Well, needless to say, the rest of the school day was lost to me.  My parents did not have a phone, so a letter had to 

be sent to my parents, for me to deliver by hand.  I had to walk all the way home with that letter in my hand wondering 

what my parents would say or do. We won’t elaborate on the ascribed punishment, the humiliation of being known as the 

phantom bell ringer or the increased scrutiny of everything I did.  I now knew the purpose of those black keys, but I was 

certainly no longer tempted to touch them!   

Thankfully, I have learned that curiosity is not of itself a bad thing.  Tempered with wisdom, it can be considered a virtue.  

Where would the children of Israel be without Moses’ curiosity about the burning bush?  The Bible gives us hope in regard 

to our human bent to curiosity, also known as “temptation”. Curiosity urges us to seek answers, to ask questions to main-

tain an active mind.  It aids us in learning and increases our knowledge.  Sometimes the knowledge we gain is how best to 

avoid repeating mistakes! 

 

1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to humanity. God is faithful, and He will not 

allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation He will also provide a way of escape so that 

you are able to bear it.  

 

 

Thursday, Mar 5th Lenten Lunch 12 noon  

Thursday, Mar 12th Lenten Lunch 12 noon  

Thursday, Mar 19th Lenten Lunch 12 noon  

Thursday, Mar 26th Lenten Lunch 12 noon  

Thursday, April 2nd Lenten Lunch 12 noon  

Sunday, April 5th Palm Sunday 8:45 & 11am  

Sunday, April 5th Easter Egg Hunt 2pm  

Thursday, April 9th Maunday Thursday Service @ 7pm  

Friday, April 10th Good Friday Service @ 7pm  

Sunday, April, 12th Easter Sunrise 7am  

Sunday, April 12th Breakfast After the service  

Sunday, April 12th Traditional Service 11am 

 



 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU…. HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

TO YA’LL…  

Joe & Debbie Keeling  3/4 

John & Debbie Pottorff 3/14 

George & Laurie Thompson 3/14 

Buddy & Bunny  Sims 3/18 

Deven Mason 03/01 

Mike Lamantia 03/02 

Tami Hopper 03/03 

Shirley Lane 03/08 

Cora Ann Chapman 03/12 

Sylvia Eddy 03/12 

Margo Rosa 03/12 

Susan Swick 03/12 

Curt Warren 03/12 

Lynn Hamilton 03/13 

Abby Klein 03/15 

Donna Schilling 03/17 

Cindy Milner 03/18 

Wesley Lamb 03/18 

Cassidy Papka 03/20 

Tom Drawdy 03/21 

Alex Szigeti 03/21 

Lucy Carter 03/24 

DeVoe Moore 03/27 

Shirley Trotman 03/27 

Megan Pottorff-

Ramirez 

03/29 

Bob Bennett 03/30 



WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE CORONAVIRUS 

Between people who are in close contact with one another (within about 6 feet).   Through respiratory droplets produced when 

an infected person coughs or sneezes. 

People are thought to be most contagious when they are most symptomatic (the sickest). Some spread might be possible before 

people show symptoms; there have been reports of this occurring with this new coronavirus, but this is not thought to be the 

main way the virus spreads. 

What you need to know   

Current understanding about how the virus that causes coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) spreads is largely based on what is 

known about similar coronaviruses. COVID-19 is a new disease and there is more to learn about how it spreads, the severity of 

illness it causes, and to what extent it may spread in the United States.   

  

Person-to-person spread  

The virus is thought to spread mainly from person-to-person. 

These droplets can land in the mouths or noses of people who are nearby or possibly be inhaled into the lungs. 

Spread from contact with infected surfaces or objects  

It may be possible that a person can get COVID-19 by touching a surface or object that has the virus on it and then touching their 

own mouth, nose, or possibly their eyes, but this is not thought to be the main way the virus spreads. 

Can someone spread the virus without being sick? 

 People are thought to be most contagious when they are most symptomatic (the sickest).  

Some spread might be possible before people show symptoms; there have been reports of this occurring with this new corona-

virus, but this is not thought to be the main way the virus spreads. 

How easily does the virus spread?  

Virus spreads from person-to-person can vary; some viruses are highly contagious (spread easily), like measles, while other viruses 

do not spread as easily. Another factor is whether the spread is sustained. 

The virus that causes COVID-19 seems to be spreading easily and sustainably in the community (“community spread”) in some 

affected geographic areas. Community spread means people have been infected with the virus in an area, including some who are 

not sure how or where they became infected. 

Resources Coronavirus-concerns-workplace CDC for Schools, but would apply to places of worship:  

Simple checklists:  

https://www.cdc.gov/nonpharmaceuticalinterventions/school/administratorschildcare-k-12-schools.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/school/cleaning.h tm  

https://www.cdc.gov/nonpharmaceuticalinterventions/pdf/pan-flu-checklistchildcare-program-administratorsitem3.pdf 

https://www.cdc.gov/nonpharmaceuticalinterventions/pdf/pan-flu-checklist-k-12school-administrators-item2.pdf 

https://www.cdc.gov/nonpharmaceuticalinterventions/pdf/pan-flu-checklist-eventplanners-item4.pdf 

https://www.cdc.gov/nonpharmaceuticalinterventions/pdf/pan-flu-checklistworkplace-administrators-item1.pdf 


